University City Church of Christ - The Holy Spirit in Action
A Bible Study
Sessions 11 & 12, October 17 and 24, 2021

Today we are examining references to the Holy Spirit in the book of Acts.

Acts 1:1-2; 4-5; 8 - In the first book, O Theophilus, | have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and
teach, Zuntil the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit
to the apostles whom he had chosen. . . 4 And while staying with them he ordered them not to
depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, "you heard from
me; 5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days
from now.” . . . 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will
be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” ESV

Acts 1:15-16 - In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the company of persons was in all
about 120) and said, ¢ "Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke
beforehand by the mouth of David concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested
Jesus. ESV

Acts 2:1-4 - When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. 2 And suddenly
there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where
they were sitting. 3 And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on each one of
them. 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the
Spirit gave them utterance. ESV

Acts 2:16-18 - 16 But this is what was uttered through the prophet Joel:
17"And in the last days it shall be, God declares, that | will pour out my
Spirit on all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall
see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams; 8 even on my male servants and female
servants in those days | will pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy. ESV

Acts 2:33-34
33 <Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the
promise of the Holy Spirit, he [Jesus Christ] has poured out this that you yourselves are seeing
and hearing. ESV

Acts 2:38-40
38 And Peter said to them, "Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 3° For the
promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our
God calls to himself." ESV

Acts 4:8-10 - Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, "Rulers of the people and elders,
9if we are being examined today concerning a good deed done to a crippled man, by what means
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this man has been healed, 10 let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel that by the
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead—by him this
man is standing before you well. ESV

Acts 4:24-25 = And when they heard it, they lifted their voices together to God and said,
"Sovereign Lord, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and everything in them, 25who
through the mouth of our father David, your servant, said by the Holy Spirit, . . ” ESV

Acts 4:31 - And when they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was shaken,
and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word of God with boldness.
ESV

Acts 5:3 - But Peter said, "Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to
keep back for yourself part of the proceeds of the land? . . .” ESV

Acts 5:9 - But Peter said to her, "How is it that you have agreed together to test the Spirit of the
Lord? Behold, the feet of those who have buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry
you out.” ESV

Acts 5:32 - And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to
those who obey him." ESV

Acts 6:3-6 - Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven men of good repute, full of the
Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty. 4 But we will devote ourselves to prayer
and to the ministry of the word." 3> And what they said pleased the whole gathering, and they chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and
Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. ¢ These they set before the apostles,
and they prayed and laid their hands on them. ESV

Acts 6:8-10 - And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and signs among the
people. ? Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called),
and of the Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians, and of those from Cilicia and Asia, rose up and
disputed with Stephen. 19 But they could not withstand the wisdom and the Spirit with which he
was speaking. ESV

Acts 7:51-56 - "You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the Holy
Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. 52 Which of the prophets did not your fathers persecute? And
they killed those who announced beforehand the coming of the Righteous One, whom you have now
betrayed and murdered, 33 you who received the law as delivered by angels and did not keep it."
54 Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground their teeth at him.
35 But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing
at the right hand of God. ESV

Acts 8:14-20 - Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of
God, they sent to them Peter and John, 5>who came down and prayed for them that they might
receive the Holy Spirit, 16 for he had not yet fallen on any of them, but they had only been baptized
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in the name of the Lord Jesus. 7 Then they laid their hands on them and they received the Holy
Spirit. 18 Now when Simon saw that the Spirit was given through the laying on of the apostles’
hands, he offered them money, 9 saying, "Give me this power also, so that anyone on whom I lay
my hands may receive the Holy Spirit.” 20 But Peter said to him, "May your silver perish with you,
because you thought you could obtain the gift of God with money! ESV

Acts 8:29-32 - And the Spirit said to Philip, "Go over and join this chariot.” 30 So Philip ran to him
[the Ethiopian] and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, "Do you understand what you
are reading?” 3" And he said," "How can |, unless someone guides me?" And he invited Philip to come
up and sit with him. 32Now the passage of the Scripture that he was reading was this: ESV

Acts 9:17 - So Ananias departed and . . . laying his hands on him [Saul] he said, "Brother Saul, the
Lord Jesus who appeared to you on the road by which you came has sent me so that you may regain
your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit." ESV

Acts 9:31 - So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria had peace and was being
built up. And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it multiplied.
ESV

Acts 10:17-20 - Now while Peter was inwardly perplexed as to what the vision that he had seen
might mean, behold, the men who were sent by Cornelius, having made inquiry for Simon'’s house,
stood at the gate 8 and called out to ask whether Simon who was called Peter was lodging there. 19
And while Peter was pondering the vision, the Spirit said to him, "Behold, three men are looking for
you. 20 Rise and go down and accompany them without hesitation, for | have sent them." ESV

Acts 10:34; 38; 44-47 - So Peter opened his mouth and said: . . . *®God anointed Jesus of Nazareth
with the Holy Spirit and with power. He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed
by the devil, for God was with him.

44 While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the word. 45
And the believers from among the circumcised who had come with Peter were amazed, because
the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles. 46 For they were hearing them
speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter declared, 47 "Can anyone withhold water for
baptizing these people, who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?" ESV

Acts 11:12-18 - And the Spirit told me to go with them, making no distinction. These six brothers
also accompanied me, and we entered the man's house. '3 And he told us how he had seen the
angel stand in his house and say, 'Send to Joppa and bring Simon who is called Peter; 4y he will
declare to you a message by whichz you will be saved, you and all your household.’ 1> As | began to
speak, the Holy Spirit fell on them just as on us at the beginning. 1 And | remembered the word of
the Lord, how he said, John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit." 17
If then God gave the same gift to them as he gave to us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ,
who was | that | could stand in God's way?" '8 When they heard these things they fell silent. And
they glorified God, saying, "Then to the Gentiles also God has granted repentance that leads to life."

Acts 11:19-26 - Now those who were scattered because of the persecution that arose over Stephen
traveled as far as Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to no one except Jews. 20
But there were some of them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who on coming to Antioch spoke to the
Hellenists also, preaching the Lord Jesus. 2! And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a great
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number who believed turned to the Lord. 22 The report of this came to the ears of the church in
Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. 23 When he came and sawd the grace of God, he was
glad, and he exhorted them all to remain faithful to the Lord with steadfast purpose, 24 for he was
a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And a great many people were added to the Lord. 25
So Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, 2¢ and when he had found him, he brought him to
Antioch. For a whole year they met with the church and taught a great many people. And in
Antioch the disciples were first called Christians.

Acts 11:27-30 - in these days prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. 28 And one of them
named Agabus stood up and foretold by the Spirit that there would be a great famine over all the
world (this took place in the days of Claudius). 29 So the disciples determined, everyone according
to his ability, to send relief to the brothers living in Judea. And they did so, sending it to the
elders by the hand of Barnabas and Saul. ESV

Acts 13:1-12 - Now there were in the church at Antioch prophets and teachers, Barnabas, Simeon
who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen a member of the court of Herod the tetrarch, and
Saul. 2While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, "Set apart for me
Barnabas and Saul for the work to which | have called them."” 3 Then after fasting and praying they
laid their hands on them and sent them off.
4S50, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to Seleucia, and from there they sailed
to Cyprus. >When they arrived at Salamis, they proclaimed the word of God in the synagogues of
the Jews. And they had John to assist them. ¢ When they had gone through the whole island as
far as Paphos, they came upon a certain magician, a Jewish false prophet named Bar-Jesus. 7 He
was with the proconsul, Sergius Paulus, a man of intelligence, who summoned Barnabas and Saul
and sought to hear the word of God. & But Elymas the magician (for that is the meaning of his
name) opposed them, seeking to turn the proconsul away from the faith. ? But Saul, who was also
called Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, looked intently at him 9and said, "You son of the devil,
you enemy of all righteousness, full of all deceit and villainy, will you not stop making crooked
the straight paths of the Lord? " And now, behold,i the hand of the Lord is upon you, and you
will be blind and unable to see the sun for a time."” Immediately mist and darkness fell upon him,
and he went about seeking people to lead him by the hand. 2 Then the proconsul believed, when
he saw what had occurred, for he was astonished at the teaching of the Lord. ESV

Acts 13:52 — [at Antioch of Pisidia] . . . the disciples were filledY with joy and with the Holy Spirit.
ESV

Acts 15:6-11 - The apostles and the elders were gathered together [in Jerusalem] to consider this
matter. 7 And after there had been much debate, Peter stood up and said to them, "Brothers, you
know that in the early days God made a choice among you, that by my mouth the Gentiles should
hear the word of the gospel and believe. 8 And God, who knows the heart, bore witness to them, by
giving them the Holy Spirit just as he did to us, ° and he made no distinction between us and them,
having cleansed their hearts by faith. 19 Now, therefore, why are you putting God to the test by
placing a yoke on the neck of the disciples that neither our fathers nor we have been able to bear?
11 But we believe that we will be saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, just as they will." ESV

Acts 15:25-29 -(l]t has seemed good to us, having come to one accord, to choose men and send
them to you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul, 2¢ men who have risked their lives for the sake of
our Lord Jesus Christ. 27 We have therefore sent Judas and Silas, who themselves will tell you the
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same things by word of mouth. 28 For it has seemed goods to the Holy Spirit and to us to lay on you
no greater burden than these requirements: 29 that you abstain from what has been sacrificed to
idols, and from blood, and from what has been strangled, and from sexual immorality. If you keep
yourselves from these, you will do well. Farewell." ESV

Acts 16:6-10 - And they [Paul, Silas and Timothy] went through the region of Phrygia and Galatia,
having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia. 7 And when they had come up to
Mysia, they attempted to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them. & So, passing
by Mysia, they went down to Troas. ? And a vision appeared to Paul in the night: a man of
Macedonia was standing there, urging him and saying, "Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 10
And when Paul had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go on into Macedonia, concluding
that God had called us to preach the gospel to them. ESV

Acts 19:1-7 - And it happened that while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul passed through the inland
country and came to Ephesus. There he found some disciples. 2 And he said to them, "Did you
receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?" And they said, "No, we have not even heard that there
is a Holy Spirit.” 3 And he said, "Into what then were you baptized?” They said, "Into John's baptism.”
4 And Paul said, "John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the
one who was to come after him, that is, Jesus.” 5> On hearing this, they were baptized in the name
of the Lord Jesus. ¢ And when Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and
they began speaking in tongues and prophesying. 7 There were about twelve men in all. ESV

Acts 19:21-22 - Now after these events Paul resolved in the Spirit to pass through Macedonia and
Achaia and go to Jerusalem, saying, "After | have been there, | must also see Rome." 22 And having
sent into Macedonia two of his helpers, Timothy and Erastus, he himself stayed in Asia for a while.
ESV

Acts 20:18-28 -"You yourselves [Ephesian elders] know how | lived among you the whole time from

the first day that | set foot in Asia . . . 22 And now, behold, | am going to Jerusalem, constrained by
the Spirit, not knowing what will happen to me there, 23 except that the Holy Spirit testifies to me
in every city that imprisonment and afflictions await me ... 28Pay careful attention to yourselves

and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of God,
which he obtained with his own blood.

Acts 21:4-12 - And having sought out the disciples, we stayed there [at Tyre] for seven days. And
through the Spirit they were telling Paul not to go on to Jerusalem. > When our days there were
ended, we departed and went on our journey, and they all, with wives and children, accompanied
us until we were outside the city. And kneeling down on the beach, we prayed ¢ and said farewell
to one another. Then we went on board the ship, and they returned home.

10 While we were staying [at Caesarea] for many days, a prophet named Agabus came down
from Judea. ' And coming to us, he took Paul's belt and bound his own feet and hands and said,d
“Thus says the Holy Spirit, This is how the Jews at Jerusalem will bind the man who owns this
belt and deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles.” '2When we heard this, we and the people
there urged him not to go up to Jerusalem. ESV

Acts 28:23-28
23 When they had appointed a day for him, they came to him at his lodging [in Rome] in
greater numbers. From morning till eveninge he expounded to them, testifying to the kingdom of
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God and trying to convince them about Jesus both from the Law of Moses and from the Prophets.
24 And some were convinced by what he said, but others disbelieved. 25 And disagreeing among
themselves, they departed after Paul had made one statement: "The Holy Spirit was right in
saying to your fathers through Isaiah the prophet:

26 "Go to this people, and say, You will indeed hear but never understand, and you will indeed
see but never perceive.
27 For this people's heart has grown dull, and with their ears they can barely hear,
and their eyes they have closed;
lest they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears and understand with their
heart.”’
28 Therefore let it be known to you that this salvation of God has been sent to the Gentiles; they will

listen.” ESV

Some questions for discussion:
1 — How did the granting of the Holy Spirit change the trajectory of the recipients’ lives?
2 — Think about Bible characters that [apparently] did not receive
the Holy Spirit. What is implied?
3 — Did the presence of the Holy Spirit in a person ensure their holiness?
4 — Was the presence of the Spirit permanent?
5 —Is there a difference in the meaning of the Holy Spirit being “on,”
“upon,” ”in the midst of,” “into,” “in” or “within” that person?
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